
Black Hills Center for Equality January meeting.  2017-01-09 

Board members in attendance:       (quorum not present) 
Sarah Keppen 
Patti Martinson Member at Large 
Miller Cannizzaro Member at Large, acting secretary 
 
Board members not present: 
Michael Hanson Vice President 
Daniel Davis  Secretary 
Kevin Alger  Treasurer 
Amber Leblanc Member at Large 
 
Also in attendance: 
Jesse Cantrell  Community member 
Kurt Russow  Community member 
 
Sarah Keppen called meeting to order at 1900. 
1900 Introductions. Kurt reports $80,000 of grant writing experience, web development, and graphic 
design. 
 
New Business 
19:03  Jesse reports that Tom at PFUND has released grant money. This was conveyed in 
writing. The grant money amount is noted in the December financial reports. 
 
19:06  New website has been activated. Sarah requests that all board members get signed up to 
be able to blog to the website about their initiatives and events. Please contact her when you have 
completed the website sign up process that she sent via email. 
 
19:08  Sarah reports that the mobile app is having difficulties. The company backing it is not 
responsive. It is possible to build a mobile version of our website. Fees for the mobile app are due in 
August. Further discussion tabled until quorum is available.  
 
Old Business: 
19:10  Crisis line cards: Sarah asked if Miller has obtained a bid from the Dahl on cost of 
printing and designing crisis line cards. Miller reports that obtaining the bid was delayed owing to 
confusion regarding scope of bid and whether or not a certain crisis line should be on the card. Sarah 
clarified the issue, directed Miller to obtain the bid without specifying what numbers should be on it.  
 
19:14  Patti mentions Appreciation Dinner. There has been little planning on this project, which 
also carries substantial cost. As quorum is not present, Sarah suggests an online board vote, request 
Patti to compile information on event so far. Event information should include budget, individuals 
spoken to, and possibility of a dessert auction.  
 
Patti suggests combining Appreciation Dinner into Pride activities. Sarah suggests postponing the event 
instead of voting to not have the dinner. Miller points out that votes regarding Appreciation Dinner 
have been made, necessitating a vote to postpone or cancel the event. Sarah agrees and mentions that a 
contract for a room has been signed, but can be exited if needed. 
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Sarah will call for a vote on the Appreciation Dinner online. After the vote is made, Sarah will contact 
Caitlin at the Dahl to inform her of our decision. 
 
19:20  Eddie Crandall submitted a resignation online. The board must accept the resignation, 
but cannot at the present time owing to lack of quorum. At the moment, two board members have 
resigned without replacement. Sarah will solicit input regarding whether or not board members should 
be replaced, and how any replacements should be introduced. 
Events 
19:23  Pride Planning: Black Hills Pride has been in Wilson Park for the last five years. This 
will not be available at the time, owing to construction. The next viable option is Memorial Park. 
Unfortunately the city is rebuilding the process for reserving parks, preventing parks from being 
booked at the present time. The new process will be finalized soon, likely in the first part of February. 
The question of date and location is currently delaying planning 
 
Sarah requests that board members solicit any connections they have in order to find a date in which we 
can submit bids. 
 
Patti suggests discussions of contingencies in the event Memorial Park cannot be booked. Sarah agrees, 
and expands that Pride planning should not be impeded by the question of the festival location. 
 
Sarah has done marketing to solicit community volunteers for assistance in planning Pride. Sarah 
continues that previous Pride events have been planned by separate committee with board member 
involvement. Sarah suggests setting up such a committee, with a first meeting before the end of 
January. 
 
Sarah requests that Patti re-contact people who submitted volunteer applications. Kurt declines to assist 
in event planning, commenting that he is more of a paperwork person. Sarah reports that Daniel can 
participate in meetings on Thursdays, possibly others. Patti reports availability on pretty much any day 
of the week. Miller reports little to no availability until May, but interest in helping.  
 
Sarah indicates that a virtual board poll will be required. Possible dates include for first meeting 
include 15th through 21st or week of the 22nd 
 
19:37  Patti provides report on Gay Rodeo exhibit. Four grants amounting to $4,500 have been 
applied for. An additional PFUND grant may be applied for. Sarah requests a spreadsheet documenting 
grants applied for. 
 
Sarah points out a need for a paper trail and centralized list of grants applied for. Jesse is to put together 
a spreadsheet to document grant writing.  
 
19:43   Gay Prom, set for April, current status is limited. Pam Roes may be available to help 
organize. Patti assigned to approach Pam, keeping Sarah up to date.  Sarah points out a need to vote on 
a budget for the event. A contract with the Alex Johnson is in place, but a way out is believed to exist. 
Discussion tabled until February board meeting, quorum will be needed on contract and budget votes. 
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19:45  Rebranded potluck. Kevin was to bring marketing designs for the new "Equality 
Connections" monthly events. Unfortunately, Kevin was not able to attend this meeting 
Sarah asked if we can move forward on marketing, talking to radio hosts and other marketing avenues. 
The consensus was to start reaching out to radio stations Crissy Davies at Hot 93.1, KTEQ, and others. 
Sarah will inform the board if she is able to get radio station airtime set up and will ask other board 
members if they want to join her on the air.  
 
Currently, the first Equality Connections event is set for February, the 5th at 17:30. Announcement is 
pending finalization of marketing materials and strategy.  
 
 
19:50  Patti reports an available $1,000 grant from Google. A person by the name of Joshua has 
a group that is looking to partner with the Black Hills Center for Equality. Sarah will be looking into 
setting up a meeting with Joshua, possibly with the participation of Jesse and/or Kurt.  
 
20:07  2017 events and legislative updates tabled until quorum is available. 
 
20:10  An individual contacted BHCFE about putting their event on our calendar. A separate 
community calendar was suggested. The issue will be discussed in detail when a quorum is available. 
Event is a LGBT-friendly Yoga class.  
 
20:13  Meeting adjourned.  


